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Sports articles appearing in thre^. New lork City . 
newspapers in Jackie Foblnson's first season as a major league 
taseball player were examined to deteraine if there was biaseid 
reporting based on racial prejudice^ The sports pages of the New rork 
"TiieSr" the "Herald Tri^bune , an d the "Daily New«" for 14 days in 
19U7 were studied. The following ite«8 were tabulated for' each story: 
(1) the number. of times Eobinson was identified as black' and whether 
the identifying word was used as a nouD or an adjective, (2) the 
nuBber of incidents'^ "reported that had racial connbtations, and (3) 
the number of raci^al, stereotypical words used in reference to 
Bobinson- (such as "boyv). Figures were also noted of the number of 
game stories in which Robinson's name did ?iot appear, even though he 
haij" placed in the games, and what his batting average was in those 
ga«5e«. photographs were also exam'ijtied to see how «any time* he 
appeared in pictures showing Brooklyn Dodger players. The findings 
re-vealed that while there were Ti«raerous instances of subtle bias in 
all three newspapers, the sports writers (generally provided fair ^ 
coverage of Jackie Robinson in his first major league season, (FL) 
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l^ien Jackie Robinson wan Hlgned l>y {.he Hrooklyn Iknlgcu H iox t ht^ 
seaaon, he became the first black t play In the major len^iiOH In mtulc^in 
tlmee.^ He had Impressive crocltBt lals . In^l9^46 with nrooklvn's Montreal * 
farm team, he led the International League in batting at .')A9, wafj the 
irngxie's best fielding second baseman and Htolc AO hnRfR."^ 

Most baseball owners still did not want him In t lif* major IcngiiOH, hi^w- 
ever, because of his race- That was no secret. 

In 19A5» Inland S. McPhall^ president of the New York Yankees, said 
that blacks would have to demonstrate that they had "ability, character and 
aptitude" before they coi^d play In the majors. He added that he doubted 
they possessed white players' coordination and competitiveness.^ , 

A year later, during a Congressional subcotranl ttee Investigation of 
baseball, "the owners defended their racist policy (of only signing white 
players) on three counts; 1) there were too few good black players, 2) the 
separate Negro major leagues would be hurt by Integration, and, 3) outside 
agitators were conspiring to cripple major league baseball by branding it 
racist."^ 

Some sportsvtrlters also downgraded black baseball players. Joe Williams 
a New York sports editor, wrote that blacks "have been kept oul: oi^blg league 
ball because they are, as a race, very poor ball players. The demands 

of the (Negro) often bulk larger than his capabJL^Lit ies . 

Jimmy Powers of th6 New York Daily News was equally blunt. 

^ If the Negro player couldn't muscle into the major league line- 

ups when forty-three-year-old outfielders patrolled ^e grass for ^ 
pennant Winnei^s and one~firmed men and callow AF's were stumbling 
around <in World War II), he won't make it in 1946 when the rosters 
will be btirstlng with returned headliners, all competent big leaguers 
of proven ability. ^ 

* 

Robinson felt derogatory comments were rare, however. 



The sport 8wr I tor« ^ nu)i than any oHhm' k^'^^^it liul f vl(Jiin 1 » ato 
x-eapon«ll) 1 o for tho A^itiy ot No^io playmn Inti) otj^anl/.ed haH^^hall. 
For yi?ai*w and ycar^ (hoy liavtv fought lor the abol I slmicnt of the ^M>lor 
line* NevoV have/they U^t baseball's officialdom forget that as long 
as theV batri^d a^ly raco, creed» or color from the diamond, baseball 
could not be cajt.lcd Hie Arnorluan spoit ... 

r 

Sport8wrlti<ra from coaet to coast kept hammering away at the 
seemingly itnjiregnabl e wall. Public support grew stronger and stronger 
At last crac^ks began to appear, and then the barrier wae smashed. I 
happened to be th^ first player to benefit,^ 

Since Robinson's comment came in 1948 on the verge of stardom, he may 
have been hesitant to criticize the press because he felt he might hurt his 
career, Then^ too, he would not have forgotten that Branch Rickey chose him 
(Instead of ^another black) because he fit a set of criteria drawn up by the 
Dodgers' president — one of which was a player who would "elicit good press a 
pul 



8 

iblfc reaction/' 



Some sport swriters championed' the black's cause in baseball* Gordon 
Macker of the Los Angeles Dally News wrote.. In World War II that if A black 
"is good enough tb stop a bullet in France, he*s good enough to stop a line 
drl've" In a major league park.^ 

^ Jhe famed Damon Runyan al^o addressed the Issue: ) 

If baseball belonged' to all the people and the" people had a vote 
In Its conduct, Negroes would be permitted to play in organised 
baseball if th^y could make good by the same standards set for 
whites. . . .1 do not see , why baseball should b^e more exclusive 
than track and field and, boxing and college football when it comes 
to the participa'tion of Negroes • 

Finally, Al Laney of the Nw York Herald Tribune interviewed Robinson 

\ 

and came away with this impteseion: *'If there are baseball players who will 

4 

re.fuse to play with or against this personable, intelligent, and sensitive 
man, they must indeed be blind ed^by prejudice/*^ ^ 

By the 1952-53 seasons, Robinson was an established star and blacks 
were no longer rare in the major leagues. Yet, Roger Kahn^ in his highly- 
acclalm^d *book» The Boyg of Summer , recalls twice havl^ng problems with his 



editors, while covering thtj Dodgprs for the New York ]Ic;rald Trlb when bt^ 

wrote stories about racliil liuldeiilM Involving Kt>bJii»()n. I he paptM i uHeil to 

run the^flrst article^ wiring him: '^Hejj^A^. jr^jlj^l^^ »^<^^ l^^- « Hoiimllng bonrd 

for Jncklo Robinson. Write brtsehull^ not race relrttionfl. Story killed.'*'^ 

Thu8\ on the second occasion, he wondered how he could "slip the story 

Into a newspaper which was made nervous by race." 

If I wrote a racial story, would the Tribune print it?- . .Then, with 
great Intensity and haste, I composed a crytograni of a story, I had to 
maak ray principal point ftrOTii Tribune segregationists, who, . ,had the 
power to censor. But I had to state my point clearly enough for sensitive 
readers to understand it. Eventually, the Tribune published the crypto- 
gram without a single stroke of editing. • 

Kahn^s recollections raise a question. If a major New York paper was 

prejudiced and/or biased in Its covera^^e after Robinson was a^star, what was 

the coverage like In his first major league season? Among the conflicting J.n- 

fluen<ies on sportswrlters were the baseball owners' stated dlsllkQ of blacks, 

articles by their peers both for and against blacks playl>ng in the major lellgues 

t 

and the fact that every writer covering professional baseball \fi>r the major 

New York papers waa white. 1^ This paper will exfunine articles i\fi three New York 

newspapers ( Times , Herald Tribune and Daily News ) in Robinson^ s first season in 

an attempt to determine if there was biased reporting based on racial prejudice. 

The papers were selected because they represented a range of types of sportswrl t Ing 

' — the T^mes was conservative, the Herald Tribune much more colorful and the' 

^ 

Dally News^jiot only colorful but noted for being slightly racist- 



Methodology 

A 

The sports pages from 44 days in 1947 were examined- The day included: 
the week before the baseball season began; the first and last weeks of the 
deaaon; and one day, immediately following a game, chosen Randomly from each 

• V 

week between the season's first and last weeks. 



f>lorle8 were claHslflril an nc^ws-foatureH (orlgliinUV, tluvso \^vvc ncpn- 
pate categories but Lhoy were romhlikul bocatiMo iho throe i)ap(M\s fu»Jilon\ ran 
Teatures) or columns. The following Items wox'e tabnlatixl for oach story: 
number ol times Robinson was identlflea as a black and whether the Identify- 
ing word was used as a noun or as an adfectlve; number of Incidents reported 
that had racial connotations; and number of racial stereotypes (such as the 
word "boy'') used in reference to Robinson, Figures also were tabulated for the 
number of game stories in which Robinson's nam^ did not appear (although he 
had played) and what his batting average was In those games. v,In addition, 
photographs were examined to see how many times Robinson appeared In pictures 
showing Brooklyn players, . ^ ^ 

These Items wer^ chosen as measurements of bias, based on racial preju- 
dice, for specif Ic* reasons^ Robinson complained after he was out of baseball 
about the number of times a racial identifying term was used as an adjective, 
and Roy E. Carter, -in a 1957 segregation study in Journaliam Qu arterly , found 
that bias was shown by 'whether "Negro" was used .as a noun, or as an adjective.^^ 
The other items were measured because it was l)ypottiesized that biased report- 
ing would result In: rarely mentioning- incidents with racial connotations so 

1 

% 

that readers wouldn't sympiat>iize with Robinson; constant usage of .racial stereo- 
types, because this would be a subtle way of keeping blacks in their place; and 
non-use of Robinson's name in game stories and pHotographs, thus suggesting 
that he wasn't having an outstanding season. 

( 

Finally, the stories and photographs in the three newspapers were com-- 
pared, using the raw numbers and percentages. 

Several rules were followed in gathering the data: 

1. Agate box scores were not Included In determining story lengths 
and dumber of words. Since these were factual statistics, they offered no 
possibility for *ejudiced- reporting. 



2. Hoacll Inctt^JilMO wort' woi liuMiuUul In ltM\y,lh and wc^rd rouiil.s. How 
ever, if tt^ word "Negro" appeared In-a headline^ It was InctudcKl In the 
count of terms Identifying Robinson's race. 

V 

3- Any race -identifying terms were counted only If they specifically 
referred to Robinson, For ex^iiple, a pitcher added to the Brookl^j^^ 
the end of the season was identified as a "Negro" by all three papers, but 
this is not reflected in the study's findings. 

4. Unless otherwise indicated, the number of stories shown In the 
findings are only those in which Robinson's name appeared, 

5. Willie only one edition of the T imes and Herald Tribune appeared 
on microfilm, there were numerous editions from each day of the Dall y News. 
In the latter, storiiBs were measured in the edition In which they ran the 
longest. 

I Findings 
Use of Robinson's name in g^me coverage 

In 29 da)tt5' coverage of regular season games fronj April through Sep^em- 
ber, the Dqlly News did not mention Robinson in only 21 percent of its stories. 
That was a lower percentage than In the other two papers'. The Times not 
refer to him in 2A percent, of Its stor'les\ and the Herald Tribune did not 
mention him in 3A perc,ent of its accounts. On all three papers, his batting 
average for the games in which he wasn't mentioned was far below ])^3 season- 
ending average of .297. (See Table 1) 

The statistics are somewha't misleading on the number of games in which 

he played, but his name did not appear in the stories. Most of these games 

were In the latter half of t^ip season. Th^ Times first left his name out June 

17 

5, after he had been 0-3 at the plate in a game with the Pittsburgh Pirates, 

— .1 ^ - 

but the other six stories were in the lost two months of the season. The 

Herald Tribune failed to mention him even earlier, on May 28 following an 0-A 

1 8 

performance In batting against the New York Giants', and eight pf the 10 



TABLE 1 

Gaines In wliieh Robinson's hits 

Games surveyed Robinson played (and average) 

In which hut was not put In games where 

Robinson played Into^ story he wasn't mentioned 



New York Times 29 7 1-26 ( .038) 

New York Dally News 29 ; 6 1-2/1 (-0^2)^ 

New York Herald Tribune 29 " 10 3-38 (.079) 



; 



Stories In which he dldn'^ appear were In the last half of the season. The 

19 

Dally News also left his name out for the first time on May 28, and four of 

the six articles^ were In the season's final two months, ^ 

Identification of Robinson as a Black 

In 1A4 stories (both news-features and columns) surveyed on (fhe three 

papers, there wer^s 74 terms used that identified Robinson as a bli^^k. (See 

Table 2) Twenty-five of the terras appeared \fi 19 of the Times * A6 stories 

(meaning that 41 percent of the paper's stories had at least one of the terms) ^ 

26 terms were used in 22 of the Daily News ' 57 articles (39 percent of the 

stories) and 23 terms showed up in 15 of the Herald T ribune's 41 stories (37 ^ 

percent of the articles) . ' ^ 

The Times used 21 of the terms in 22 stories through M^y 10 and spread 

the final four terms oyer. the remiaining 24 Stories. The same pattern existed 

in the Herald Tribune .- Twenty-one terms appeared in 20 articles by May 10> 

arid the other two terms were in the^^ last 21 stories. The Daily News differed 
« » 

slgnlf icantJ^ however, ^slng 17 terms in 26 stories through May 10 and then . 
putting nine more in 31 stories after that. This mearts^that after May 10 the 
Daily News Identified Robinson as a black 4ij times as often as the Herald 
Tribune and more than twice as much as the Times. 

Two newspapers used a much higher percentage of race- identifying terms 




TABLE 2: RACE- IDENTIFYING TERMS 



News-Features 



No. of stories 
surveyed 



Pet. of stories 
that Identified 
Robinson *s race 



TIMES HT* DN** TIMES HT* DN**^ 



42 



34 45 



381 



.294 ' .422 



No. of race 
identifying terms 



Pet. of times 

race terms 
used as nouns 



Pet. of times 
race terms 
used as adjectives 



TIMES HT* DN** TIMES HT* DN** TIMES HT* JMJ**W 
21 14 23 .381 .286 .261 .619 \.714 .739 



Columns 



12 



.750 



.714 .250 



1.000 .556 1.000 .000 .AAA .000 



All Stories 



A6 ■ Al 57 



.A13 



.366. .386 



25 23 26 



.A80 .391 .3Afc* .520 .609 .654 



* Herald Tribune 
** Dsfly News , 



v: 
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In tholr coluniiiB than l\\ thclt ncwH aiul ItMtinc ai tJc Um. The Heialcl Ti ibiuu' 

used nine terms In sevcMi columnfl (1. ) per Htury) whtlr the l^lmoH hacl lour In 

* ■ * ■ — - 

four colinims. However, In news and feature stories, the Herald Tribune oniy 
had lA In storiOB (^1 percent of the articles) and the Times used 21 in 
articles (50 percent). 

The statistics wore the reverse for the Daily News . Wliile there were 
23 race-ldent Ifylng terms In AS news and feature stories ^51 percent) , there 
were only three temis in 12 columns (,25 per st^ry) . 

All three papers used race-identifying terms more often as an adjective 
than as a noun. Thirteen of the 25 terms in the Times (52 percent were ad- 
jectives, which compared viiih 14 df the Her/Lid Tribune's 23 terms (61 percent) 
and 17 of the Daily Newfe ' 26 terms (65 4>crcent) . 

On the Times, "Negro star" was the most common adjectival use, showing 
up nine times. Used once were: "Negro speedster," "Negro f irst^^^eman," 
"Negro player" and "Negro ballplayer." ,Batl\ "Negro infielder" and "Negro first 
baseman" were used five times by the Herald Tribune . Four other terms were 
used once: "Negro player," "Negro ballplayer," "dark and anxious young man" 
and "Negro's work." In the Daily News , like the Times, "Negro star" was the 
most common, . showing up on seven occasions,. Othjar terms used were; "Negro 
'first baseman" (four times), "Negro infielder" ^three) > "Ne\ro player" (two) 



> "Ne^ 



and "Negro newcomer" (one) • 
Incidents reported with racial connotations 

The three papers reported A6 incidents in 14A stories. The Dally News 
was easily the leader , ^ using almost ?^ times more than the I'lmes and about 
three times more than the Herald Tribune , fhe 26 incidents reported by the 
Dally Newg appeared in 18 of the paper *s 57 stories (meaning that 32 percent 
of the stories cited an Incident) • In the Times , 11 incidents appeared in 
seven of the A6 stories (15 percent of the articles) while the Herald Tribune 



IABLE__3i_JRAClAii IJ^^^ 



News-Features 



No.> of stories 
. ^ sutveyed 

TIMES HT* DN** 

42 34 45 



Pet. of stories 

that reported 
racial incidents 



TIMES 
;i43 



HT* 
.088 



DN** 
.289 



No. of: racial 
Incidents reported 

TIMES HT* DN**' 

10 4 19 



Pet. of Incidents 
related to harassment 
of Robinson 
by opposing players 

TIMES , HT* DN** 



. 100 



.000 .105 



Coltinms 



7 X2 



.250 



.'429 .Ai7 



.000 



,000 .143 



All Stories 



46 41 57 



.152 .146 



316- , 



I1 



26 



.091 



.000 .115 



* Herald Tribune 



** Dally News 
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nine incidents show«?c^ up In six of ihv paper's nrtlclos (/»1ho 1 ■) perrenl). 
(Sou Table )) ' ' 

The newspapers dlMx^red nmrketlly In the typen of ?Uorlo8 that reported 
the incidents. In the Times, 10 of the 11 Incidents appeared in ncywo and 
feature storleQ (91 percent):. 4*he Daily News, however, used 19' of |26 items 
inT\ew8 and feature accounts (73 percent) while the Herald Tr ibune had t)r\e 

majority, of Its incidents, five of the nine, in columns percent lln news and 

t 

features) . 

As in the previous category, the majority of the incidents were re-- 
ported/by May 10. By that date, the Herald Tribune had used eight incidents 
(89 percent) in 20 stories while the final 21 stories contained only one in-- 
cldent. The Times noted eight incidents (73 percent) in the 22 stories through 
May 10 but only had three in the 2A articles surveyed after that.* In the Dally 
News, 18 incidents (69 percent) appeared in 26 stories through May 10 and the 
other eight were in 31 stories after that. 

I 

On the Times and Herald TrJ^bune , the incidents reported fell into five 
broad categories. The categories and number In each group on the Times were: 
comments about Robinson by his teammates ^nd incidents where they accepted. or 
rejected him (A); fan appreciation of Robinson despite his race (3); proposed 
strike against Robinson by the St. Loitis Cardinals (2); written threats 
against Robinson (1); and harassment of Robinson during games by opposing 
players (1). 

- On the Herald Tribune, the categories and numbers were: Cardinals* 

- — ■ ■ i • 

f 

proposed strike against Rdblnson (2); fan appreciation of» Robinson (2); 
continents of teammates and Incidents Involving them (2); team owners wanting 
to keep blocks out of baseball' (2); and Robinson commenting before^the season 
on his chances of making th« Dodgers (1). 



/ 

riic luiltlcntH In tlio Dnlljy Ncwh wt'ic in m 1 x tj\t cgoi 1 ch . riicv woic: 

miscellaneous IncldontH ai\il quuHtiouH rnlBod nbout RohlnHon's h^Hehnll 

experlenco« (H); IncUlentH Involving toHiumnteH atuU t ho Dodger luatiaKoment (8); 

fan appreciation of Roblnatin (5); haraaament of Robinson during ganu'H by 

opposing playerB (3); proposed strike (I); and written threats (1), 

Ra clal stereotype s jjsed^ in Jl? fejrejic e_to Ro b lii so n 

In Mtorlea, there were only three times that 8tereotypeB were 

1 20 ' 

applied to Robinson, The Dal ly Ne ws referred to him once ae a "boy'' and 
the Times twice noted he was "the flrflt of his race to make the grade." 
While the latter statement Is accurate, since he was the first in modern tlraoB 
to play In the major league?, the words "make the grade" were judged to be 
derogatory. Implying that blacks as a race did not have the ability to do as 
well In baseball as white players. ^ 
U se of Robinson In photographs s howin g B rooklyn pla yers 

In photographs of Dodger players, Robinson appeared' In a higher per- 
centage of the pictures In tWe Times theln in the other two newspapers. He 
waa in nine of the Times ' 25 pictures showing the players, which was 36 per- 
cent of the photographs. The Daily N^ys had him in 39 6f 135 pictures (29 
percent) and the Herald Tribune showed him In nine of 36 pictures (2^ percent) 

In the Times and Herald Tribune , he appeared in pictures only at the 
beginning Nand end of the season. Five of the Times ' photographs and six in 
the Herald Tribune appeared in April while the rest were in September. The 
Dally News deviated somewhat from this pattern*. Twenty-four of its photo- 
graphs with Robinson were in April and eight wert in September. The other 
seven appeared in May (3), July (2) and August (2). 

In cutllnes, the Times and the Dally News called him a "Negro" once 
^tach and the Herald Tribuhe did it three times although his skin color was 
obvious in alL.>flve photographs. Both the Time a and Herald Tribune ment;ioned 



lilH race on April 11 when i\'\c\\ vnu the Hanic Ashiu latiul PrrHf^ lUiMurc sIh^wIuk hliu 
,Hhakli\g hai\clH with IiIh iOrnuM inauaKiM at McuU roa 1 . -^"^^ Tho Dally NevvM tild It. 
the same day oiTone of Itp c^wn |>lioLogra|>hy of KoblnHon ent(M"lng lUa Dodgrr 
locker toum.'^' On the following ilay, the Merald Trllnnu* i ailed hlni a "Ni»gto 
|)layer'*ln a cii tllHL'^^' a«Kl fl nally, on Sept, 28, It noted In a caption that he 
waH ''the first Negro eligible to play In n World SerioR."'^^ 



^ Cone. 1 U8 I ons 

The flndinga strongly suggest that May 10 was a critical point in the 
neWvspape^A" overage o f Robinson . 

Until that date, all three papers avidly 8Ui)ported his «ntry Into the 
major Jteagues- But following May 10, both the Tijiios and [l^it'jaid L^A^^^^ 

m 

altertiJ their eov^^ragij^ of |Rohia&«jQ, virtually eliminating race identification 
terms and reports of Incidents with a racial connotation. This occurred appar- 
ently because what Kahn found on the Heral d Tyibune in 1952-53: they were 
"made nervous by race . ^fhus , selectively picking facts, the papers prQ~ 

' V • 

c 

ducfed unconscious ♦ biased articles, which is not surprising in the 19A0s con- 
sidering the status of blacks at the time. 

Meanwhile, the Dally t^evs changed its coverage of Robinson only grad- . 
uallyN as the season progressed. Thus, its readeVs got a more accurate picture'' 
of Robinson *s first yeat lA the major leagues even though the paper ' s^ coverage 
was^just as subconsciously biased In some ways as that of the ^ther twq news- 
papers* , 

There are a number of possible explanation^ for the undisguised enthusi- 
asm for Robinson on each newspaper at the beginning of the 19A7 season. 

For the past decade, talented blacks had been receiving more and morje 
recognition. Not only wa's George Washington Carver greatly admired and gpralsVl 
at the time off his death (1943),. but heavyweight champion Joe Loult? and Olympic 



lb 



f 



star JoBSC C)wcna were sporto herocy whllo^arlan AiuU^rnon, Kolaiul Hayos 

and Leontyne Price were noted for their "extraordinary inuslcal talent. 

World War H helped to stress the Inequities o^' racism. 

The struggle, first against fascism, then against communism, 
quickened the conscience of many whites; the Inconsistency of waging 
war against totalitarian government abroad while denying racial 
.equality at home was obvious. Moreover, the Injustice of demanding 
from Negroes the full obligation of citizenship in the way of 
military service while denying them many of Its privileges became 
clear to more and more Americans. 

Then, a roontK beforift^he 19A7 major league season began, the ^ 
Hutchlns Commission issues Its famed report, A Free and Responsible Press . 

Among other things, it called upon T:he press to present a "representative 

28 

picture of constituent groups in society" and td avoid stereotyping • ^ The 

report"^ was heavily reported (for example, the Times carried nine stories and edl- 

^ '29 / 

ttrrtala on it In Mareh and April) and spQrtswrlterp prebumably would have 

\ ^ 

been aware of its criticism^. 

^ They also would have been aware — and quite possibly Impressed — by 

Robinson's peirsonality . Rickey had told Robinson what he expected of him 
(to achieve acceptance from the press, public and other players) in a 
three-hour interview on Xug. 29, 1945r: 

Rickey felt very strongly that impetuoplty pr aggressiveness could 
damage a Negro's chances. . . .Rickey insisted on a "fcloak of humility" 
as part of his strategy to have Robinson accepted by the baseball 
world. Rdbinson asked if, he wanted a ballplayer afraid to fight back, 
to which Rickey replied/ "I want a ballplayer with guts enough not 
to fight back! You've got to do this job with base hits and stolen 
bases and fielding Aground bails, Jackie. Nothing else!"30 

And finally, there was the matter of winning. For example, one writer 

recalls that when the Dodger* signed Robinson, his father said: "Who cares 

3 1 

if he's purple if he can knock in some runs?" SportswriterP on the major 
Nei^ York newspapers shared this attitude. Arthur Daley wrote in the Times ; 
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A veteran DodRcr «a.ld ol. him, "Having Jac'k lo on t r/mi 

is Btlll a little* Htrangr, J^'Mt 1 Ike 'any t h 1 ng IIuiI'm now. 

Wo juHt don' t know lu>w ( o net wi t h \\ iin. lUil lu* ' 1 1 he m co\^\ «, 
In tlino. You cm\ he h\\\c o! that. DIIum sportn luivo Iwui 

NegrooH. Why not bas(»bnll? I'm for lilni. If ho can win gamoB. 

Thal'a only IcvHl 1 ank." And that BOoms to bo t ho gonoral 

oplnlou. 

On Iho Herald Trihune, Red Smith alsc^ attaokod projudlco. 

Into.lerancc iu an ugly word, unf^lght lyVn ^iny ocMnpany and 
particularly so on the sports pages whore, lyipplly, it does not 
often appear. Without laboring tho |>olnt» lu is fair to say 
that on most playing fields a man 1?^ gauged hv what he can do 
and neither race nor creed nor color nor provlous condition of 
Ht»rvltudc» Is a ronsldorat Ion - WlUch Is one reason why American 
sports are elocjuent an expression as we have of the spirit 
of America. 

Jimmy Powet'S of the D^aily^ News was equally blunt: 

As we said before, and we repeat it here, everything El Cheapo 
Rickey does la not wrong. He deserves a load of credit for his 
courage in bringing the first fl^gro into the big leagues. We 
wish Robinson the best of luck. 

Against this backdrop, widespread conscious bias against Robinson would 
be surprising. The only possible examples found in this Study were the five 
uses of the word "Negro" in the cutllnes of pictures that clearly showed Rob- 
inson's skin color. Since 191-of-196 cutllnes (97 percent) examined In the 

4 

three newspapers did not contain the word "Negro," however. It Is probable 

that each paper had a policy of not pointing out a person ^s race In cutllijes, 

at least In Robinson ' s case,^ and the five uses were Inadvertent . 

Not so conscious apparently^ was the casual manner In which each news-- 

paper used race identification terms. >vj"he survey shows that none of the papers 

differentiated between using "Negro" as a noun or an adjective — but Hoblnson 

did, although he did npt S{ilbk out until the mld-19^0s. 

Dodger writers gave^enerous space to' my play, and were 
scrupulously fair. However, they fell into a habit of call- 
ing me "The Dodgers' Negro star" in their accounts of games. 
This was like calling Carl Furillo "Italian" or Gene Hermanski 
"Polish." Several years were to pass before copy editors blue- 
penciled Negro Into limbo. Negro in newspaper stories should 
be used only as ^^means of identification, like "blue^-eyed" 
or "red-haired," 
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Aiiother form of RuhcouHC Iouh May is do 1 1 horn t r 1 y not print Ihr all of 

the facts. liistead of sKtLng through tho relevant Information and sohnlfng 

> 

the most newsworthy material, reporters omit certain f(uts from a stt)ry simply 

because of the subject iivitter, thus distorting the truth. 

The Tlme^ and Herald Tribune were highly discriminatory when dealing with 

Robinson's harassment by opposing players during games. The hi stories surveyed 

In the He rald Tr ibune never mentioned any Imrassment and the rimes only noted 

It once in 46 stories: 

IV photographer or a group of them brought Jackie Robinson over to 
the Phils' dugout and posed him shaking hands with manager Ben Chapman, 
The Phllly manager, it will be recalled, had been charged with "rl^^ng'' 
the Negro star unduly during the Phllly-^Dodger series in Brooklyn. \ 

The Dally News' record was only slightly better. in 57 stories, it 

mentioned harassment by opponents three times: twice It referred to Philadel- 

phials "riding" of Rohlnson and once it noted that opposing pitchers were 

38 I 
throwing at him. The lat^ter reference Is interesting because it wa^n t 

\ 

an observation by a sportswr Iter . Instead, it was a quote from forme^ pitcher 
Freddy Fitzsimmons . 

Don't get too excited over the long-haired keyhole peepers and 
professional bleeding hearts who are moaning over Robinson. Jackie 
himself isn't complaining. He Is not the only ^rookie to be thrown 
at. Why discriminate against him? He doesn't want it that way. He's O.K, 
♦ ^. - 

Not only was the harassment rarely mentioned, although it has been well 
documented and most of the writers who covered the Dpdgers regularly must 
have known what was happening, but its viciousneSs was understated by the 
papers. Harold Parrot, traveling secretary for the Dodgers, recalls the 
Philadelphia game* ^ 



• . , At no time in my life have I ever heard racial venom and 
dugout filth to match the abuse that Ben (Chapman) sprayed on Robinson 
^ that night- Chapman mentioned everything from thick lips to the 

^ 8uppo8edj|£ extra-thick Negro skulls which he said restricted brain 

growtlujflBLLtnost animal level compared to white folk. He listed the 
repulst^WSores and diseases he s^id Robbie's teammates would become 
infected with if they touched the towels- or the combs he used. He ^ 
charged Jackie outright with breaking up his own Brooklyn team. The 
Dodger players had told him privately, he said, that they wisheds^lphe 
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. black man would go hack fnto the South wl^^ro he belonged, picking 
/ cot ton , swahh i ng out I a t r Inos , or wor ho . 

^ Others have noted tliat the haraBHtnent Iticluded '*an extra hard t^g, 
deliberate splklngs, . . n stray pitch a^finod at . . . (Rohtnson'fl) head/'"^^^ 

This type of bias — deliberately not printing all of the relevant facts- 
became more pronounced on the Times and Her ald T rlburie after May 10. On 
that date, the Tlmfta^ In a separate story from Its game coverage^- /Revealed 
that Robinson had received a number of anonymous threatening let^ierk which 
had been turned over to the police. The article also discussed the proposed 
player strlk^ by the St. Louis Cardinals to protest Robinson's playing In 
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the major leagues. And both Herrfld Tribune columnists wrote lengthy plec 

♦ 

on the Cardinals arid racism. 

These revelations apparently had a great effect on editors at both 
newspapers. Although no evidence has been found to show that ther^ was a 
formal policy decision at either paper, coverage of Robinson definitely 
changed after May 10. This sugg^s-ts that the editors felt they were adding 

racial problema^, eVen though they were reporting only the facts, and 
therefore the responsible course was to delete anything that might Inflame 
the situation further. 

For whatever reason, tl>elr coverage shifted Abruptly. Instead of 
covering Roblnspn extensively as a racial barrier breaker, they treated him 
as any other player, even leaving hira out of game stories Increasingly In 
the last half of the season when his performance wasn't notable. Subcon- 
sciously, this was biased reporting. Readers were given a rosy, sterile 
picture rather than the complete facts. While it might have hfelped cool 
racial tensions, this wasja step backward in objective reporting. 

On May 10, the Dally News ^Iso carried a story on the threatening 

letters, the proposed player strike and the ''riding" Robinson received from 

43 ' * 

the Phillies, ^^lowever, tio evidence was found to suggest that the editors 
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felt the paper's coveraj?e might contribute to racial problema. TiiHtead.^tho 

paper's reporting on Robinson changed gradually until he was covered no 

\ 

differently than a white star by the end of the season. 

there is ample evideij^e supporting this conclusion: 

1. After May 10, the Daily News identified Robinson as a black 
times as often as the Hera ld Tribune and more than twice as often as the 
Times . However, the paper's use of the terms still declined significantly, 
from 17 terms in 26 stories through May 10 to, nine in 31 stories after that 
date. 

2. The Daily News not only reported far more events with racial 
connotations than the other two 'newspapers (almost three times as many as 
the Herald Tribune and 2h times more than the Times ) ,^but it spread them 
out more over the season. Only a tenth of the Herald Tribune's incidents 
and a fourth of the Times ' incidents appeared ter May 10, compared to . 
almost a thiird in the Daily News . 

3. The only paper to use pictures of Rpbinson throughout the season 
was the Dally News . While the Times and Herald Tribune only had pictures 

of him in April and September, the Daily New"^ showed him 1« seven photograph! 
(18 percent of the pictures in which he appeared) in May through Aug^ist. 

"It has long been established that the baseball writers of the 30s and 

AOs wrote fantasies about the great American pastime (baseball) and were 

» A5 
generally apathetic about baseball's cbl^r, William G. Kelley wrote' in 1976. 

That unsupported assertion is largely disproven by the survey of the three 
New York new^apers. Instead of large, deliberate distortions of fact, as 
Kelley suggests, the writers basicaljly did a good job of covering Robinson 
alth^gh there were numerous instances of subtle bias on all three papers. 

This study suggests strongly the need for more research on sports- 
writing and particularly Its coverage of minorities. For example, were 
there BlmHarlties between the way Robinson was covered by the New York papers 

2i 



In 19A7 and the coverage of Larry Doby , Iho first black In the American I,<*ai»ue 
(also in ly^/), by the Cleveland papers? Aiul lat(*r, when the Saii I'rnncisi'o 
GlantB had a JapanesiP plt(*her , how was lie treated by newspapers? But per!\apB 
most Importantly, how were blacks covered by the city side ot the 'I'inies, 
Heral d Tribun e and Dai ly News during the same period that the sport swrl ters 
were covering Robinson In 1947? 

It's quite possible tliat further "iftudles will show that' sportswr Iters ^ 
because of their love of athletic ability and accomplishments, have led^ the 
way on most newspapers In bringing about objective coverage of blacks. 
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